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How does the spatial 
experience enhance 
student belonging in 
art college spaces?



I teach on the second year BA Fine Art 
Drawing course at Camberwell College 

of Art. My research is centred around 
my students experience of relocation 
from the main Camberwell campus 
studios to a new studio spaces at 
Wilson Road, which is 8 minutes walk 
away.




I am interested in exploring the relationship with architecture interior spaces and 
students sense of belonging and comfort in their spaces of learning, from studio 
spaces, workshops, lecturer theatre study spaces and a connection with community 
through social spaces and exhibitions.


Not all students have a personal studio space, which often means students work at 
home attend tutorials and crits with works on a mobile device. 


Physical work is important for art making and sharing with staff and peers, together 
view and experience scale, materials textures and colours. It is important for all 
students to fully feel part of their creative community and spend time together on 
campus.




Research 


Paul, A, M. (2021) The Extended Mind: The Power of Thinking Outside the Brain 
Annie Murphy Paul discuss thinking with our sensations, movement and gestures 
and thinking with our surrounds such as Built spaces and ambience.


Wong, B. (2023) Exploring the spatial belonging of students in higher education, 
Studies in Higher Education discuss the role of spatial factors in shaping student 
belonging.


Corazzo, J. (2022) Studio through studio: A diffractive reading of the educational 
design studio. This research is centred around the student studio and important role 
of the studio for student learning and experience with peers and privacy to make 
work.


 




Audio recordings, then made into transcripts with Otter App.


Focus Group interviews with 2 students, for 2.5 hours and a buildings tour  


Interview with student 3 for 1hr on Teams


Survey Microsoft forms, 7 students participated 


Photographs of spaces




Transcripts of focus group with two students 
27 November 2023



Transcripts of focus group with two students 
27 November 2023



Transcript of Teams interview 
with third student   
1 December 2023 



Transcripts of focus group with two students 
27 November 2023

Asuf ISHAQ  04:13
Is it too noisy in the studio?

Student 1  04:21
Yeah, I think, again, the setup last place suited me 
because my section was very much my section. 

And it was like, I could kind of choose when to go around 
people's studios and chat to people and when to just 
revert back to my little space. Yeah, which I think suited 
me quite well, because it's, it's like you've got your place 
and you can decide when to go and move to someone 
else's space to talk to them. Whereas no one ever really 
imposed on mine. It was quite a personal bubble that I 
had set up.





Modular Building Wilson Road campus




“Studios tend to be shielded from the public. Levels of privacy 
are required to focus activities, but also because the visual 
nature of practices means others can witness creative 
activities. This exposure, or the threat of exposure, during a 
creative act, feels potentially fraught and may attract unwanted 
or premature critique” 

Corazzo, J. (2022) Studio through studio: A diffractive reading 
of the educational design studio









Transcripts of focus group with two students 
27 November 2023

Asuf ISHAQ  06:56
Do you have a space?


Student 2  07:18
Yeah, I don't have like a set space because I'm not in a lot. 
So I don't feel like I should really have one that no one 
else can touch. But I do have a table kind of like an area 
where people I know are and I could probably go sit there. 
If I came in? The I don't have like, I don't have work up or 
anything. So. Okay. I don't like have.



“For example, Carnell (2017) found that students’ familiarity with 
particular spaces was central to their development of emotional 
attachment and a sense of community, belonging and togetherness. 
According to Mulrooney and Kelly (2020), the theme of belonging, 
particularly the feeling of being ‘at home’, is one of the most significant 
aspects of student perceptions of the university campus. The authors 
argued that students’ relationship with physical spaces on campus are 
primarily emotional, which influences their feelings of belonging. In 
other words, the lived experiences of physical space are intimately 
connected to feelings, emotions and social relationships, shaping how 
students feel or have felt in specific spaces and localities (Finn and 
Holton 2019).”

Wong, B. (2023) Exploring the spatial belonging of students in higher 
education, Studies in Higher Education




“Ambient belonging” defined as individuals’ sense of fit with the 
physical environment, along with a sense of fit with the people who are 
imagined to occupy that environment”

(Cheryan, 2009, as cited in Paul, 2021, p.134-135)




Survey Microsoft forms, 7 students participated 
9 January 2024



Digital Questionnaire on Microsoft forms  
7 students participated

























Planning, notes  
14 November 2023



Notes  
5 November 2023



Interviews results

Spatial experience is connected to emotion, feeling and mood, this provides the sense of belonging

The importance of an art college campus as place of comfort with personal working space.

Almost all students were unsatisfied with their new studio spaces, with low ceilings, bad lights and 

office feel compared to the Victorian high ceiling and large windows. 

After the pandemic there is a greater need for college campus to be as place of comfort.

Some students are happy to work from home, belonging and connecting is a much more complex 

subject.

Most felt happy in social spaces such as the cafe and library. They thought the cafe/restaurant is well

    designed and welcoming

 Most student enjoyed the workshop ambient
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